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KINGSTON - Kingston Collegiate’s robotics team is set to take on the world.

The team is currently preparing for the world championships in St. Louis, April 24-27, after winning the Chairman award at a recent
regional competition in Rochester, N.Y.

FIRST K-Botics Team 2809 has more than 35 members from grades 9 to 12. About a dozen members go to the competitions.

The group, which was formed in 2008, has been to the world championships four times.

The students receive help from Queen’s University and industry mentors such as Transformix Engineering as well as community
volunteers.

The students had to design, build and operate a 55-kg, 1.5-metre-high robot that is able to toss plastic flying discs in a caged-in area

Members of Kingston Collegiate's robotics team K-Botics work on the robot that was made by the team two years ago. From left,
Olivia Siemons, Megan Mattes and Taylor Bird. Laura Boudreau for the Whig-Standard
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about 15 metres long by seven metres wide.

The competition looks a bit like bumper cars as the robots frequently crash into each other as they move through the course before
tossing the discs at various targets.

“Its purpose is to promote science and technology and encourage students to take leadership roles,” said Kevin Wood, a computer and
robotics teacher at KC.

“We try to encourage them to get into those kind of careers.”

Wood said that by taking part on the team, the students are better prepared for engineering at university and as a career afterwards.

“The challenge is designed to simulate a real-world engineering problem. You’re deliberately given a challenge that’s going to be very
difficult. You only have six weeks to design, build and test a robot,” Wood said.

“It’s a good engineering problem for the students. By working with Queen’s University and industry mentors, they work with them
together to see how the problem is solved.”

Colleen Johnson, a parent mentor for the group and the owner of a Kingston software development company, said team members
evolve in many ways.

“I see incredible change in the students. It’s a fantastic opportunity for them to develop in ways that they wouldn’t challenge
themselves,” said Johnson, who has two children on the K-Botics team.

She also said the team needs students to perform a variety of tasks, including some at which they may not have been proficient when
they joined the group.

“It lends itself well to a very robust and multi-tasking graduate who can bring that value into post-secondary education and their lifelong
career.”

Grade 12 student Taylor Bird is looking forward to the competition.

“We’re really excited to go to the St. Louis competition because it’s the conglomeration of all the best robots and the best teams in the
world,” he said.

“It’s wonderful to share design ideas with other teams and to get a better taste of what it’s like in the engineering world.”

Bird is hoping to enrol in the Queen’s engineering program next year.

Grade 9 KC student Olivia Siemons joined the team last year while she was still in public school.

“It’s a great way to get involved with school activities and meet lots of people in your grades and older grades, and I’ve bonded with lots
of people in Grade 12.”

Megan Mattes, a Grade 12 student, is planning to enter the University of Waterloo or the University of Toronto next year.

“K-Botics is very important to me because when I joined the team, I had no experience in engineering, but now having gone through
three years of it, I’m actually entering engineering in the fall, going into electrical engineering, because of the experience that I gained in
this program doing a lot of the electrical work on the robot.”

The group needs about $25,000 to cover the costs of the trip to St. Louis next month and its members are currently looking for
sponsors and are actively fundraising.

The group will be having a fish fry on Saturday, April 13, from 4 to 7 p.m. at KC. Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for children under 12
and free for children under the age of four.

For sponsorship opportunities, email colleen.johnson@live.com or call 613-389-3430.

For more information on the team, go online to kbotics.ca

ian.macalpine@sunmedia.ca

twitter.com/IanMacAlpine
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